
CABINET

MINUTES OF MEETING
Tuesday 27th February 2018

PRESENT:  Councillor Brett (Chair); Councillors Iftikhar Ahmed, Daalat Ali, 
Blundell, Emsley, Heakin, O'Rourke and Rowbotham

OFFICERS:  Steve Rumbelow (Chief Executive), Neil Thornton (Director of 
Resources), Gail Hopper (Director of Children’s Services), Sally McIvor 
(Director of Commissioning (DASS) RBC/CCG), Victoria Bradshaw (Chief 
Finance Officer), Andrea Fallon (Director of Public Health and Wellbeing), 
Donna Bowler (Assistant Director – Place), Danny Brierley (Head of 
Communications), Nathan McKendrey (Neighbourhoods Directorate) and 
Alison James (Resources Directorate)

APOLOGIES
116 Apologies were received from Councillor Neil Emmott.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
117 There were no declarations of interest.

URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS
118 There were no urgent items of business.

ITEMS FOR EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
119 There were no additional private items of business to those already 
listed on the Agenda.

OBJECTIONS TO TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER - MANCHESTER OLD 
ROAD, MIDDLETON
120 Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods which 
presented objections to a proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) on 
Manchester Old Road, Middleton.  The report had previously been considered 
by the Middleton Township Committee but as the proposed TRO related to a 
strategic road, in accordance the Scheme of Delegation to Township 
Committees, the matter must be referred to Cabinet for a final decision.

In considering the submitted report, an email outlining objections from Mr and 
Mrs S and B Slattery was circulated for consideration as they had been 
unable to attend the meeting in person.

Alternatives considered:

Cabinet could decide to implement the order as advertised, as amended, or 
abandoned in light of the representations received.



Decision:

That the proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Borough of Rochdale ((Civil 
Enforcement of Traffic Contraventions) (Various Streets) (Middleton 
Township) Order 2008) (Amendment) (No.50) Order be implemented as 
amended.

Reason for decision:

The introduction of new parking restrictions formed part of the measures 
identified to help reduce the incidence and severity of injury accidents along 
Manchester Old Road. When the scheme was devised, the predicted accident 
savings were 9.09 over 5 years. The calculations assumed the introduction of 
the proposed restrictions. Therefore, if the restrictions were not introduced it 
was assumed that the forecasted accident savings would be reduced.

Manchester Old Road was a strategic road classified as the A 576. It carried 
an average of over 15,000 vehicles per day. Its primary function was to carry 
traffic from North Manchester to Middleton and vice versa. The Council was 
responsible for the road both in terms of traffic flows and road safety but had 
no duty in respect of the provision of on-street parking for residents.

Eligible for call in - yes

ASHWORTH ROAD LANDSLIDE
121 Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods which 
sought approval of funding from the insurance reserve to enable works to 
proceed to support and reconstruct a length of Ashworth Road affected by a 
landslide.

Alternatives considered:

A detailed options appraisal report for the repair of the length of road was 
appended to the submitted report which outlined the costs, duration and the 
merits of each option. Four options were put forward for consideration - 
gabion retaining wall, mini piled reinforced concrete slab, pre-cast concrete 
retaining wall and pre-cast concrete retaining wall with masonry facing.

Decision:

That Option 3: Pre-Cast Concrete Blocks with Structural Fill and a 
comprehensive drainage system along the affected length of Ashworth Road 
(250m) be approved and that £432,000 be allocated from the Insurance 
Reserve Budget to complete the works.

Reason for decision:

Option 3 offered a long term solution (120 year design life) that provided 
support to the collapsed section of highway and the proposed drainage 
system would channel water away from the steep embankment.



 
The solution provided the shortest construction time on site, thereby enabling 
Ashworth Road to be reopened as soon as possible.

Eligible for call in - yes

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
122 Decision:

That the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following item of business, in accordance with the provisions of Section 
100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

Reason for Decision:

Should the press and public remain during debate on these items there may 
be a disclosure of information that is deemed to be exempt under Parts 1 and 
4 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

TRANSFER OF MANAGEMENT OF HOLLINGWORTH LAKE TO L4L 
CULTURAL AND LEISURE TRUST
123 Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods that 
requested consideration of the transfer of management of Hollingworth Lake 
Country Park (HLCP) to Link4Life Culture and Leisure Trust (L4L).

Alternatives considered:

An alternative would be that the management of Hollingworth Lake Country 
Park (HLCP) remained with the Council. This would mean that the 
management of HLCP would continue to be dis-jointed and could affect the 
delivery of the overall long-term vision for the HLCP and reducing resources.  

Decision:

1. That the transfer of the management of Hollingworth Lake Country 
Park (HLCP) to Link4Life (L4L)  for a trial period of 18 months from 1st 
April 2018 be approved;

2. That an allocation of £90k from budget pressures for funding increased 
costs during the trial period as detailed in section 5 of the report be 
approved;

3. That an allocation of up to £123k from the Asset Management Group 
(AMG) planned maintenance capital budget to undertake all Priority 1 
works where the Council is responsible and the upgrade of the toilets 
during 2018/19, as set out in the table in section 4 of the report be 
approved and that a further report on the impact of this be submitted to 
Members in due course;



4. That the final detail of the Cost Plus Fixed Agreement, Operational 
Scope of Works, agreed budget and Heads of Terms for the 
management of HLCP be delegated to the Director of Neighbourhoods 
and the Chief Finance Officer in consultation with the Leader of the 
Council and Portfolio Holder for Corporate and Resources, the Portfolio 
Holder for Housing and Environment and the Portfolio Holder for 
Neighbourhoods, Community & Culture.

Reason for decision:

It is the aspiration of both the Council and Link4Life (L4L) that the running of 
Hollingworth Lake Country Park (HLCP) will transfer to Link4Life. In 
transferring HLCP to L4L it is expected that L4L in addition to delivering the 
services currently operated by the Council in managing the lake and country 
park that L4L will seek investment to improve and regenerate the area. 

Eligible for call in - yes


